RACES-ARES Talk Points


Amateur.Radio.Emergency.Service. (ARES) “air-ease” was developed as part of the ARRL field organization in about 1935 and functions as emergency &/or auxiliary communications to Public Safety & Service organizations
Most ARES groups are autonomous and operate locally with the (ARRL) American Radio Relay League as supportive more than directive in nature.

ARES groups are generally organized by city or county, some are registered with local emergency management agencies to permit operations under RACES rules.
Some Specialized Local ARES groups are Orange County Hospital Emergency Amateur Radio Team (OCHEART),  California Rescue Communications, REACT, & there are many more…
Radio.Amateur.Civil.Emergency.Service. (RACES) “ray-seas” was developed in 1952 as a Public Service & is provided for in FCC rules. Today FEMA provides planning, guidance & assistance establishing RACES within government agencies.

RACES is designed to provide emergency communications to local, county or state civil-preparedness agencies.  It is important to note that RACES operations is strictly limited and can only be activated when authorized by their served agency.
TRAINING IS IMPORTANT - When activated most agencies expect trained volunteer communicators who are versed in the National Incident Management System (NIMS) and have an understanding of how the Incident Command System (ICS) works, that’s because all first responder agencies are mandated to use ICS for all operations.. During the Santiago Fires I had the opportunity to work a shift a the fire camp Incident Command, there I got first hand experience and could see how valuable ICS was to keep things going in a orderly fashion.
There are two basic questions that every official in every city, county, state, emergency operations center, hospital, city hall, fire department, police station, utility services (and anything else you are able to imagine) ask themselves IMMEDIATELY every disaster:
1.  How “BIG” is the disaster? How far does it reach? It is only a couple of blocks? Or does it impact the entire region, county, etc?

2. How “BAD” is the disaster? What has been damaged? What isn’t working? Are Hospitals open? Can fire & police vehicles get through or are the roads & bridges compromised? Are utility services still working, if not how badly are they either damaged or destroyed?
Getting answers to those questions is a HUGH CHALLENGE for government officials because they need timely or accurate INFORMATION to make immediate decision about how to allocate their limited resources.  That’s another area where we as communicators can provide a service.
Orange County has 34 incorporated cities, 20 have RACES support: Anaheim, Brea, Buena Park, Costa Mesa, Cypress,  Tri-cities comprised of Dana Point, San Clemente, & San Juan Capistrano. Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Huntington Beach, Irvine, Laguna Niguel, Laguna Woods, Los Alamitos,  Mission Viejo, Orange, Placentia, Seal Beach, Westminster - These City RACES/ACS groups are affiliated with Orange County RACES (OCRACES) along with these MOU groups: American Red Cross (Orange County Chapter), OCHEART, SKYWARN.
I would hope many of you will consider becoming a trained volunteer communicator.
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