TIPS:
For College Students Who Are Away From Home:
1. Be sure to write down your parents, family members and close friends phone numbers in case you do not have cell phone use.  This will help you reach everyone without delay.
2. Give all family members the college student's best friends  and roommate's cell phone numbers and email addresses of their parents so that in case of emergency they can provide each other comfort in knowing their child(ren) are not alone.
3. Research and review the emergency plans for your university in case something happens and you are out of touch with friends. 
4. Get the name of an adminstrator, professor or staffer at the university in case you are without to call for assistance and information. 
5.  Research your university's emergency plan and procedures and become familiar with them.
- - -
1. I use the "ICE: In Case of Emergency" app to store my medical information, & emergency contacts. You can lock your phone and paramedics can still have access to it. I once had to call 911 for help, and I just gave them my phone which answered all of their questions. They told me they wish everyone would have this app or one like it. If you are unable to answer their questions, your critical info is available to them. It saves time and may save your life.
2. Red Cross has great apps: First Aid app (walks you through what to do), Earthquake, Wildfire & Hurricane apps alerts you to events and shelter locations . 
3. "Maps with Me" You can download maps from anywhere on the globe. I keep the California map on my phone and several others on my Kindle. This allows you to have maps even if you cannot get a GPS signal.
4. A Translation app will come in handy when you must communicate with someone who does not speak your language.
- - -
In the aftermath of Katrina, cell towers were compromised or flooded with calls.  Text messages were much more likely to get through than calls.  There were literally people stranded on rooftops texting relatives as far away as the east coast for help.  Amateur radio operators moved into outlying areas to assist in rescues, transferring information to the proper authorities, giving GPS coordinates to helicopter pilots not familiar with the local area.
Since then, cellular providers have adapted and have mobile towers ready to move in when the storm threat is past.  Amateur radio operators still perform valuable services in disaster stricken communities.  Comprised entirely of volunteers, they are often military and law enforcement active duty or retirees with specialized training useful in a disaster environment.
In the United States, there are two major methods of organizing amateur radio emergency communications: the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES), an organization of amateur operators sponsored by the American Radio Relay League (ARRL)http://www.arrl.org/public-service; and the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES) http://www.usraces.org/, a standby replacement radio service regulated by the Federal Communications Commission. Operations under the RACES rules requires preregistration with a local civil defense organization, to allow continued operation under Part 97.407 of the FCC regulations in the event the Amateur Radio Service is ever shut down by presidential order. Thus ARES and RACES involvement within the same area are usually intertwined, with many governments requiring membership and service in that locale's ARES organization to allow operations within the Amateur Radio Service as well. Many government Emergency Operations Centers, Red Cross Chapters and National Weather Service facilities have permanent Amateur Radio stations installed for such operations.
- - -
Dave Sparks yesterday at 1:19 pm   Reply 
I second the suggestion to get a ham radio license. One of the local repeaters has a "Rescue Net" that meets weekly on the air and discusses topics related to search and rescue.
Also, I know that the Costa Mesa, CA CERT group also has the short range unlicensed Family Radio Service (FRS) radios and encourages local residents to buy them, too. If you need help and 9-1-1 and the phone systems are down, you can put out a call for help and hopefully a CERT team member will be close enough with a radio to come and help you or relay the message to someone else via ham radio.
Speaking of CERT it is *VALUABLE* training to first of all help yourself and your family in a disaster, then to put on your CERT vest, strap on your backpack, and go out your front door and check on your neighbors. I'd rather do that than go "Doomsday Prepper" (though I love the show) and hunker down ready to shoot any of my neighbors who might break in my front door.
Dave - AF6AS, Riverside, CA City CERT member
- - -
John Henning Henning 5 weeks ago   Reply 
I share preparedness info on facebook & linkedin all the time, just shared a link for a 12 month preparedness plan on there last night.
I also use google docs to make my lists of things I need to do for prepping, that way I can access at work, home & on my cell whenever I need to.
I have also shared a doc with the family members & community members that are near me so we are all on the same "page" with info, lists and stuff like that.
Of course if there is no electric I can't access that list, but those lists are for stuff I still need to do.
- - - 
Thomas Rawding 5 weeks ago   Reply 
 One of the main things to remember when planning to use a smart phone in an emergency, is that service may be down in the impacted area that you are at. Hurricane Sandy showed us that about 15% or more of cell phone service was disrupted in the affected area.
 Learn where your smart phone ISP service areas are before hand, so you can move away from the impacted area, into a serviceable location. And the most important accessory to have, in your car while traveling is a cigarette power adapter / charger for your phone when your on the road.
- - -
Lauren Modeen - Community Manager (Contractor) 4 weeks ago   Reply 
Thomas,
Great point about the phone charger in your car. With so many people relying on cell phones as their main source of connection, this is extremely important.
A friend recently showed me his backup phone charger he can take with him on the go. This is another great tool to have in an emergency situation. Having every bit of power possible can make a huge difference!
-Lauren Modeen
- - -
Steve Oler yesterday at 8:36 am   Reply 
Folks should look into microcells. They work like cell towers, except they route the cell phone call through the internet. So if you have an active wired internet connection, your cell phone will work. I know AT&T and Sprint have them. I'd bet the others do too!
- - -
Kenneth Bibbins 3 weeks ago   Reply 
I've been speaking with a group in New Orleans that has developed a great technology tool for emergnecy preparedness that they will launch this upcoming hurricane season. It's a system that allows instant family connectivity, encrypted cloud storage of vital and important documents and memorabilia, sms messaging, community communication, close ties only communication, storage of vital numbers  and pre-planned disaster routes and much more.... I am waiting on more information regarding this system but from what I've seen it appears robust and a tool that offers much in the area of assisting citizens in responding to, preparing for and recovering from disasters   
- - -


Carolyn Burleson - CERT-LA 4 weeks ago   Reply 
I also store several emergency information documents on my phone. You don't need a signal to access them, just battery power.
- - -
Teresa DeCristofaro - Margate Community Emergency Response Team 4 weeks ago   Reply 
Our CERT team has done several things electronically to prepare for any emergency situation.  We have transferred all of our documentation to Dropbox, this way we will always have access to our documents, such as call out lists, documentation and forms for all activities (drills, seminars, on site rehab and support for our firefighters, etc.)  We have also set up a program on our smart phones where we can communicate with one another as a group like a radio but it is on our smart phones.  It is called Zello  We are also in the process of setting up a series of training exercises with our team and other CERT teams in our Tri-county (Broward, Palm Beach and Dade counties) area to develop a more unified force to help our communities to be more resilient and self-sufficient in times of a disaster.  The more that we prepare and pool our resources, assets and personnel the less we will become dependent on help and resources outside of the South Florida area.  Also the stronger and more organized we become will help our State as a whole because we will be able to help out in other areas of the state if needed.
- - -
Laura George 4 weeks ago   Reply 
I have used my smartphone to be weather aware, with a variety of different apps such as Swackett, Ready.GA.gov, and ICE Standard.  I don't use the Cloud as I have no understanding or education on it at this time.  
Facebook is a new program for me and as everyone who knows me and my involvement of the Disability Community and Emergency Preparedness ...they have come to rely on my postings in severe weather situations.  (I also do these postings on GetReadyGwinnett and some community members have given me feedback finding them helpful
I have been through a hurricane with no electrical power for over week.  Here's some of the technology things we found/learned were helpful:
- Always keep a non-battery operated phone in your kit.  When power goes out..you can hook that phone to the phone box on the outside of the house and still have access to phone lines.
- keep your computer battery back-ups in working order...they can be used to recharge your phone and other computer equipment until power comes back on or they are drained.
- Make sure your generator has a variety of plugs which enable you to charge a variety of items...not just appliances.
- Occasionally you can find a small refrigerator that fits in the car and can charge off the car battery.
- Always charge all your computer/phone/etc to 100% before a severe situation.  Then you don't have to be as immediately concerned with access to power.
- - -
Richard Rosas Rosas 4 weeks ago   Reply 
I SUGGEST THAT A PARAMETER (3 BLOCKS) BE SET AROUND ALL HOSPITALS WITH INTAKE TRIAGE AREAS AT KEY LOCATIONS TO EVALUATE INJURED. ONLY MAJOR INJURED WILL BE MOVED INSIDE HOSPITAL. ALL MEDICAL CLINICS WILL ACT AS FIRST AID AREAS AND ALL MAJOR PARKING LOTS ALSO WILL BE FIRST AID AREAS. EMERGENCY ALERT SIRENS/COMMUNICATION TOWERS WITH BACKUP POWER PLACED THROUGHOUT CITY. "EYE IN SKY" SATELITE SHOULD BE POSITIONED OVER DISASTER SO FIRST RESPONDERS CAN HAVE MEANS TO COMMUNICATE. PORTABLE FIRE PUMPS AND HOSES IN EACH COMMUNITY USING SWIMMING POOL WATER TO PUT OUT FIRES. ALL MAIN WATER TANKS TO HAVE EARTHQUAKE SHUTOFF VALVES.SPIGGATE VALVES INSTALLED ON TANKS SO TO FILL JUGS. ALL FREWAYS TO ALLOW BOTH SIDES FOR EVACUATION OUT OF CITY. CITY AND PRIVATE BUSES,LIMOS ETC TO BE USED TO EVACUATE CITIZENS.BACKUP GENERATORS INSTALLED AT EVERY GAS STATION(2013 NEW 2013 LAW WILL PAY FOR HALF THE COST) 4K GRAY WATER STORAGE TANKS TO WATER PARKS CAN BE USED FOR DRINKING WATER..CARGO TANKERS CONVERTED INTO DESALINIZATION SHIPS AND MEDICAL SHIPS TO CONVERGE ALONG COAST TO ASSIST AS WELL AS ADJACENT STATES TO SEND ASISTANCE.AS WILL CITIES NORTH AND SOUTH. MORE LATER. 
- - -
Jay Jack 3 weeks ago   Reply 
Practical tips for everyone come in thinking about the most basic things that people are reminded to do.
1. Cycle your liquid supplies. For your water, plastic  containers do leach over extendde periods of time. Change out your drinking water at least every 6 months. Gasoline (ONLY USE APPROVED CONTAINERS)  can begin to convert to complex hydrocarbons over time, degrading the octane levels which can damage carburators and other delicate working parts. Rotate at least every Spring & Fall.
2. Food stocks go stale, best to rotate these as well. Be especially aware of infant foods. Consider the MRE route. Some are better than others. It's best to sample and choose things that everyone in your household can eat. Be aware of any fussy eater's needs. Pay particular attention to expiration dates. Think like a grocery store, rotate stock supplies, first in, first out.
3. Medicines. Keeping a minimum of 3 days dosage on your medication is reccommended. Most medicines lose their efficacy over time, so it is importnt to know wich medicnes turn at what intervals. Plan ahead, as some medications, especially those prescribed for pain are strictly controlled substances. Work with your physician to ensure that you have what medicines that you absolutely need during the time that you may be unable to seek renewals (drug stores probably won't be open, and that is IF you can see a doctor to get prescriptions). Don't wait - this is an important area..
- - -
Coordinator Hupp - Alaska Respond 7 days ago   Reply 
dave -
I just did some checking on this question when a student asked it in class. I was told that the only way I.C.E. (in case of emergency) phone number works is if you post it as your "wallpaper" on your phone screen.  That way it's there and visible even if the phone is locked.  Obviously - that has other issues....
Beyond that issue - other students mentioned they put in ICE Spouse, ICE Child, ICE Mom so responders would know who they are calling.
- - -
Karen Scallan 7 days ago   Reply 
Oh, one more thing...
Just got a good solar powered universal  charger.  Charges cells, ipads, and tablets and other devices.
Charging in the car is okay if you aren't a single parent with kids or have a husband that has to stay during a large-scale emergency.  Especially if the kids have disabilities and need medical supervision as well as the typical parental supervision.
But a solar charger can sit on the window and charge up right in the room with you wherever you are.
- - -
[bookmark: _GoBack]
