

EmComm Notes:              GO-BAG IDEAS AND EmCOMM REMINDERS                By WA6RUZ

MAKE A PLAN  -- BUILD A KIT – BE PREPARED

After an earthquake, you should move your car outside the garage, facing out so you are ready to load things quickly in case you have to evacuate or deploy.

Your Grab & Go Bag should be a backpack with lots of pockets. (You might have to be walking!)

If you are dependent on medications, always have backup meds with you whenever you travel for any reason and if a medical device needs power, always have backup power ready.  

If you wear glasses keep a backup in the Go-Bag (your last prescription is better than nothing).

Have a plan (like the 1st or 10th of each month) check all battery dependent devices at least once every month, charge all re-chargeable batteries to full charge and replace questionable or leaking batteries. Don’t forget to check various flashlights and test Household Smoke/Carbon Monoxide Alarms.

If you have a landline telephone, you should have at least one NON-Wireless Handset (that’s a manual dial corded handset) for a backup to use during power outage.

EmComm GoKits should have an inventory check-list of what is in each kit ( so, when something needs to be added or replaced, note it on the checklist, so you won’t forget ) 

Always keep a little CASH (small bills) in your GoKit for when the power goes out.  
ATM machines won’t work, and your Debit/Credit cards won’t work anywhere either!

EmComm Members should never let their GAS tank go below ½ full and should always have a fully charged battery powered HAM Radio ready for use at all times!

EmComm Members in addition to your HT, have a small UHF/VHF 25W+ mobile in your GoBag for a backup or when more power is needed. Plus, any manuals for your field radios.  Also, you’ll need a Battery, Microphone & Antenna for mobile radio. V.F.T.O.M.!!

A J-pole UHF/VHF rollup Antenna is very portable, also window mount antenna can get your antenna outside. Don’t forget to have a small box of Audio & RF adaptors to make things fit.

Keep Medicine Bottles (Remove Label) – Fill with any small things so they won’t be Lost or crushed.

If you have to Limit your tools, choose a Leatherman Type Multi-tool, and a Jewelers Screwdriver set.

Have a Clipboard with lined/ruled paper and pencils and pens in you GoBag for use when a table or desk is not available. Do not forget a manual pencil sharpener!

Use a Speaker/Mic with your HT (easier to hear, clip to shirt collar).




Miscellaneous Items to consider (if missing from your kits):  Some things are added to Go-kits
Gloves, Leather for Work 
Gloves, to keep hands warm
Goggles
Masks – Regular and N-95
Small First Aid Kit & Flashlight with extra batteries
Bags, Zip-lock (your HT will operate inside and stay dry)
Bags, Plastic & Twist Ties (for bathroom waste if needed)
Toilet Paper in Zip-Lock Bag (also in grab-n-go bag)
Moist Wipes (baby-wipes) in Zip-Lock Bag
Nested Camp Utensils (Knife/Fork/Spoon)
Extension Power Cords 6-10 ft. w/multi-sockets
3-prong to 2-prond power adapter (2 each)
Lithium Iron Phosphate Battery (Lighter weight, longer lasting)
Coax 25 ft (RG 8x or LMR-240) 2-each (joined together with barrow connecter)
Audio & RF adapters in small plastic boxes
Ty-raps and Velcro wraps
Electrical Tape, Painter’s Tape & Small roll Duck Tape
Multi-Meter (cheap one (Harbor Freight) change the battery!)
Small Mag-mount Antenna
Headphones
AC/DC Inverter
Small Tripod (could be used for Antenna Base)
Ground independent Antennas are a must - (770?? Or something that breaks down, put into pvc tube)
Charger for the HT
Charger for Cellphone & proper charging cable
Do Not Store Batteries in flashlight or radio PUT BATTERIES IN ZIP-LOCK BAGS in case they leak

Food Hints:
Cartons of Non-refrigerated type Milk are useful as backup (rotate stock)
Food Bars, Cereals (watch dated items, use oldest first)
Canned vegetables, soups, meats, & etc. (watch dated items, use oldest first)

Make sure all family members know how to shut off utilities

https://www.ready.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/ready_emergency-financial-first-aid-toolkit.pdf 
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